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The 2026 Operating Season is about to begin!

Chipper day on April 11th was a great success. We had a great turn out and the resulting huge chipper
pile was spread around the area to make it look much nicer. It looks like a professional landscaper did
the work. Thanks to all who showed up and put in the day's work.

It was nice to get to know probationary member Brian Hornberger better at the event, his effort helped a
lot.

We are now at $13,600 in pledges for the paver project, just $3400 short of the $17,000 goal. The
deadline is June 1st to reach the goal, or the project may not happen. If 34 members pledge $100 each
or 68 members pledge $50 each, we will reach the goal. Please consider a pledge to help us reach the
goal by the quickly approaching June 1st deadline. We are so close to the finish line; it would be a
shame not to cross it.

Remember Perkiomen Day is May 30th from 11am to 3pm. We need a list of trains,

engineers, conductors, station crew, table sales staff, hospitality personnel, and safety coordinator.
Please inform event coordinators Bonny Slater quilinsewlady@yahoo.com and Steve

Mallon mallonmusic@gmail.com of your participation in advance so we can plan for a safe and
successful event.

Gwen Forsythe is recovering well from hip replacement surgery, so it looks positive that she will once
again provide the superb food service at our meets and run days. She could certainly use more help,
please contact her to see how you could assist. It would greatly encourage her and everyone. 267-733-
3314 jgforsythe123@gmail.com

Tie replacement continues, but more help is needed. Please come help. Thank you Rick Stoughton for
the many ties you have replaced so far!

Work days are every Wednesday and Saturday, please come out and help!

The cold and very snowy winter already seems like a distant memory as we look forward to the fun we
will have at the tracks this year.

See you at the tracks!

John Forsythe
President PLS, Inc.
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PLS Elections Results

PLS Elections were held during the Annual

Membership Meeting on Saturday March 21, 2026.

e Executive Committee — 1 year term

President: John Forsythe
Secretary: Paul Miller
Treasurer: Mark Cahill

» Board of Directors — 2 year term

Fred Daddi
Rob Kuhlman
Bonny Slater

Membership Gauge

As of April 15, PLS has:
94 Regular Members
9 Probationary

119 Associate Members
2 Honorary Members.

2026 PLS Upcoming Events

BOILER TESTING
Run Day Members and Guest
(Rain Date May 3)

-Sun, Apr 26

- Sat, May 16 Board of Directors Meeting - 9:30 AM
Annual Meeting — 12:30 PM

-Fri, May 22  SPRING MEET — Members & Guest

-Sat, May 23 Breakfast & Lunch, Pot Luck Dinner
-Sun, May 24 Breakfast & Lunch

-Sat, May 30 Perkiomen Community Day
for Township Residents

= Sat, June 13 Board of Directors Meeting - 9:30 AM
Membership Meeting — 12:30 PM

-Sat, June 20 Run Day Members and Guest
(Rain Date June 21)

Club Membership

News

Gwen Forsythe and Mark Rue
have applied for Regular
membership.

Donation Acknowledgements
PLS wishes to thank the following for donations received

by April 12:

Cheryl Guffy and Bruce Saylor.

Pennsylvania Live Steamers, Inc.

President John Forsythe
Secretary Paul Miller
Treasurer Mark Cahill

of Blooming Glen, PA john@tcsdcc.com
of West Chester, PA
of Perkasie, PA
Gazette Editor TBD - Paul Miller (Interim)

secretary@palivesteamers.org
treasurer@palivesteamers.org

Board of Directors

Steve Mallon, mallonmusic@gmail.com - Term Expires 3/27,
Bonny Slater, , quiltnsewlady@yahoo.com - Term Expires 3/28
Bruce Barrett, greenjeeps2@yahoo.com - Term Expires 3/27

Fred Daddi, F_Daddi@yahoo.com - Term Expires 3/28
Peter Brown, peteprivate@yahoo.com - Term Expires 3/27
Rob Kuhlman, cr@ashbykuhlman.net - Term Expires 3/28

Pennsylvania Live Steamers, Inc. - P.O. Box 26202 « Collegeville, PA 19426-0202 « www.palivesteamers.org
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PLS Gazette Tribute

As we begin our 80" Year | am changing back to the original Gazette letterhead and adding our
logo on the front page. All 6 issues this year will display the old letterhead as a tribute. | am also
republishing Gazette Number 2 inside this issue (see Pages 4-6). As created by our first editor the
late Bob Thomas back in March 1970. Recently long time Member Bob Blackson provided to me
pristine copies of Number 1,2 &3 (Thanks Bob).

Gazette Number 2 is a hard read. The quality is better in some areas than others of this 53-year-old
document.

| have taken the opportunity with this Gazette to name this issue, Volume 80 Number 2 to better
align with our years together and not the years we have had the PLS Gazette.

Paul Miller
Secretary PLS, Inc.
PLS Gazette Editor

PLS Paver Project
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Pledges total $13,600 so far just $3,400 short of $17,000 required to get started.

So far, we have raised about 80% of the total amount need to commence with the project. According to
the Pledge card we have until June 1, 2026, to raise the remaining $3,400 quite possible.

If you need a pledge card, contact Mark Cahill or Pat Murphy.
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PLS Gazette Tribute

THE PLS GAZETTE

PUBLISHED BY
THE FENNEYLVANIA LIVE STEAMEHRS, INC.
EDITOR: RNBEXT & TROKAS 214 SWRISE LANE PRILADELMAA, PA. 19111

SUMEER J MAN 1970

MELTING NUTICE u WORK DAYS

SUAMAR MEETING: 8 PM Friday, March 20th at the Central Baptist Church, wWayne
There will be o report of tne mesting related to the Wentz Farm and further
ilscussion of proposals ror track construction. The proyrsm will e a description
~t e Hackworth vaive gear with an cperating model and supplementary descriptive
—aterial ;| to be presentad by George Thomas,

UTRELTONS MEFTTNG: & PM Monday, March 29th at the Chalrmam's hooe.

WORK DAYS AT TRACK: April 4th & 1idh - put track in opder for 1970,

OUR, **SER IESTH]

hoceprance of the Gazetts has been quite encouragling; all of the comsens receivoed
= far have beer complimsntary and enthusiastic about the future possibilities

of the paper. I &m still looking for criticism, howaver, so Lf you have any
OPLALONS On Waye to imrove our publicarion, please let me know sbout thew. Ur
spite of its modest content, a 1ot of time is spent in wxiting and producir.

sach issue BC we may as well make it the way vou want it, Speak-up.

‘me change you probably notlced already is somewnat better lsgindlivy.achieved
through the use of a different typo face in my spousa's IBM Selectric typewritec.
T™he type used last month was 2 litile woo smell ror ciean raproduction by the

necmgraphilc process.

There is still a dearth of short, newsy item pertaining to members' live
staam activities, so PUN-LERIE pass along anpything of that nature about yoursalf
ar scmecne you Yoow about. How would you like to have notioes of tools,
wmarerials or parts for sale, trade or wantad? There is a grsat diversity of
requirements on ore hemd, and rescurces on the other, in our mashership; maybe
the Gapetts csn publicize them for our mutual it. We will print a1l ron~
commercial rotices in these categories.

HYLAE

The charge in Bylas requirsd to increase Associate Marbers' dues was voted on
and passed at the Pebrusry mesting. There ensued a discussion sbhout the smount
of Jdues charged and whether they should even be specifisd in the Pylaws. The
nead for other changes in the regulations was alsc expressed, For the newt few
months we will be thoroughly cocupied by mutters assoclated with cur hapending
move and will find it difficult to allot time 1o more mmndans buainess thal osn
easily be postponed. Therefore, .iec's delay serious consideration of Sylswe

far the present but plan on = complets review o later than the Septssber meeting.
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PLS Gazette Tribute

FEERUARY "BITS AND PISCES" NIGHT

There i3 rothing like seeing another fellow's progress to stizuiate your own lnterest
in o medelling project. Variety, wodkmanship and ingenuity chexsacterized the itens
displayed and described at our last reeting. For the benefit of (hose who did not
ationd, a short account of whot was ghown 1s glven below = T hope 1 haven't missed wmy,
I8 ™Wirginia® chassins and boiller oomponents: Frank Hooze

Fail, tie plates and track section: Bill Scott

Oompletad tender for "Glnm* with 'inte and tipe on painting: Maloolm Pierson

Smoke box for 3-stack Northam; home-made hex bolts and instroctions for mamufacturing
them; hex wrenches made from Allen set screws) tips on silver scldaring such as,

use Dixon's pipe compoars! to nask areas whare you don't want soldar to run; use
brass-brist!e brush to clean files rather than a file card, which dulls tha files:

raul Jores

Smoke box frant, built-up hayd pomp, danmy scale waber fead: George Hoopes
Mass-produced unlon nuts: Doc Buyse

Smoke box with ramwvabla section for sooess to superheater hesder: Tox Willie

Electric locomotive dussis (1° scals), Nelson Gray trucks and ssall castinge:
Jim Tiegler

Tendar frase for 1% scale (—4-0: Ernis Ansstssl
Werking model of Young valve gesr: Arthur Hacker

Stuart No. 9 stationary sngire on plinth witch wvater pump and feed wabar heater:
Seorge Thomas

B & O Clage B-18 17/32" acale 4-6-0 shassie: Bch Thomas

representati

for the afteynoon of March 9th., By that date Buck Slayton will have completsd the
illustrated hrodure dascribing our

benefits to be Geeived by our presence on park grounds. To supplesent the bmochure
Buk has also preparsd several Ve Graph slides which will complesent his oral
presentation, Bill Morsart has edited a spacial l6mn film to effectivaly illustrate
operation at our present wite, Bill has also drasm a praliminery plan of & track
route for the area of the Wentz Farm under discumsion, Malcolm Plerson's

ard Carl Dougherty‘s "Tom Thumb® will be displayed to movide tangibls docmentation

As evidenca of the lmpurtance we place on thess mnegotiations, end to provide a basis
for discusaion, Buck and Maloolm have consulted with attormey Pacl Guest, who was
already faniliar with our chijectives as a result of previous legal work he did for
us. Me. Coest subsequently prepared a draft of a leass agreement in very short
order, This was reviewsd and modified by *he FLS Board of Direciors and refurned to
Mr. Goest for final revision prior to pressntation to the Coemissionsss, '

e
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PLS Gazette Tribute

* * ~¥he presentation has been planmnd to the minutest detail by Buck in truly
profaessional style, It will culminate, we hope, in an arrangement beneficial
to the pecple of Montgomery County and ourselves.

JACK WEST MEZET

The second anmual Anniversary Meet, Golden Spiko, will be hald by Jack Weat on
June 26, 27, 28 at his Island Creek = and Western Railroad. If you wish to attend
Jack's meet, write to him requesting a and listing the namea of
party and the dates you plan to attend. Ho ane will be adwmitted without a
reservation and no young .
deep water. The Bditorx, for one, i# guing to meke every effort to be there for st
least one day. Writes to Jack at P, 0. Box 1154, Easton, M.

E
E
E
|
|

PFLE S0CTAL NIGHT

Due 0 a goof on the part of the Bditor (or is it the goofey Editor?) the deadline
for reservations to our dinner was incorvectly listed in the last issue of the
Gazette. Tom Willis cew through with an excellsnt cartoon snoonosment that set
things right; this wes mailed to the local mesbers only, since we didn't think the
more distant ones would come amyway. If you haven't ordered your dinners by now
it's too late. Tom has planned a short interluds of Bingo with donated prizes
incinding an LP record, tickets to a Geographidcal Society film at the Academy of
Music, an injectar for 3/4" or 1" scale engine, a pro basicetball
game. See you thore,

%

in Washington,.. I was told in Birnmingham this summer that one

veins for coal weed in their locomotives has besen abandoned and new supply source
iz low in steaming quality... Paunl Jones expects his Northemn locosotive
12 THOUSAND hex bolts, of which 8,000 have been made alveady..,

whoal arrangeoent (4-6-2, etc,)?
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Workdays at PLS

And so Chipper Day begins trying to get the pile closer The process begins, sticks are going in.
to the chipper.

More wood being dragged into the pile. Note even Jonh Forsythe brought his Tractor and really helped
some of the small pine trees were cut down and expedite the process.
added to the mix.

PLS Advertisements

For Sale

PLS is selling LGB track that was donated to us. There are 43
curved pieces and 17 straight pieces available at $2 each. The
track can be purchased at our Run Days until all is sold. Or, if
interested, email Mark Cahill at treasurer@palivesteamers.org
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P.O. Box 26202
Collegeville, PA 19426-0202

FIRST CLASS

Great job by all to help make Chipper Day a success. Note this area of the layout has not looked
this good in many, many years.
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